
On July 4th 1776, the United States de-
clared its independence from Great Brit-
ain.  Over 200 years later, Americans band 
together and celebrate Independence Day 
with parades, ý reworks, barbecues and 
picnics.  Many of us use the extra day off 
as an excuse to schedule a much needed 
vacation.

Themed with red, white and blue to show 
patriotism, parades are a major part of 
our July 4th daytime celebrations.  During 
nighttime, the focus is on the amazing ý re-
works displays throughout the country.

How did ý reworks become THE symbol of 
the Fourth of July Holiday?  One can only 
assume that it’s because during the war 
for Americaôs independence, the ý ghting 
was seen through the night by ñthe rock-
et’s red glare”.  As mentioned in our na-
tional anthem:

ñAnd the rocketôs red glare, the bombs 
bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our þ ag 
was still there.
O say does that star spangled banner yet 
wave
O’er the land of the free, and the home of 
the brave.”

Actually, ý reworks and black ash were 

used to celebrate important events long 
before the American Revolutionary War.  
The very ý rst celebration of Independence 
Day was in 1777, (six years before Ameri-
cans won the war) ý reworks were a part 
of all festivities. In 1789, George Washing-
ton’s inauguration was also accompanied 
by a ý reworks display. This early fascina-
tion with their noise and color continues 
today - and so on July 4th, we celebrate 
our Independence Day, with ý reworks 
shot up into the night sky!
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