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On July 4th, we Americans celebrate In-

dependence Day. On this national holi-

day, families grill out, picnic, spend the 

day at the beach swimming or boating, 

take in a baseball game, 

or any number of other 

traditional Fourth of July 

activities. Whatever a 

family does that day, odds 

are they include ý reworks 

and some patriotic music 

that night.  If you are look-

ing for something a little 

different, there are many 

communities across the 

nations, who have de-

veloped their own more 

unique traditions. For ex-

ample:

Since 1818, the citizens 

of Lititz, Pennsylvania, 

have spent their winters making thou-

sands of candles so that the children of 

the town can light them all during a spe-

cial “Festival of Candles” on the night of 

July 4th.

On the morning of July 4th, the communi-

ty of Tecumseh, Nebraska, raises more 

than 200 þ ags around the courthouse as 

a way of remembering those who have 

served in our country’s 

armed forces. Each þ ag-

pole bears the name of a 

man or woman from Te-

cumseh who has served in 

the United States military. 

Gatlinburg, Tennessee, 

hosts the nationôs ý rst In-

dependence Day Parade. 

It is not the ý rst parade as 

in the ý rst one to ever hap-

pen.  People begin gather-

ing for The Midnight Inde-

pendence Day Parade on 

the night of July 3rd, then 

when the clock ticks over 

to midnight and it ofý cially 

becomes July 4th, and the parade kicks 

off, thus sealing it’s claim to being the na-

tionôs ý rst Independence Day parade.

4th of July Celebrations 
Across the Country

July is jam packed with special 
observances surrounding outdoor 
activities and foods that are perfect 
for a picnic or barbecue. Take a peek 
at our list of favorites below:

Month Long Observances:

- Cellphone Courtesy Month
- Family Reunion Month
- National Grilling Month
- National Ice Cream Month
- National Hot Dog Month
- National Parks & Recreation Month
- Social Wellness Month
- Women’s Motorcycle Month
-Tour De France Month

Day Long Observances:

July 1      2nd Half of the Year Day
July 3     Stay Out of the Sun Day
July 4     4th of July / Independence 
Day
July 7     Chocolate Day
July7        Tell the Truth Day
July 15     Gummi Worm Day
July 16     Hot Dog Night
July 19     National Ice Cream Day
July 23     Gorgeous Grandma Day
July 25     Cow Appreciation Day
July 26     Parents Day
July 30     Cheesecake Day

July Events




