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SR You don't believe me? Check out these numbers:
Saze ° 6,000,000 people will attend the festival over a two week period
+ 12,000 people are employed at the Oktoberfest, 1600 of them are
-y N P waitresses
Trivi Q... jipagoacoacoaranondl  © Last year the six Oktoberfest breweries (Spaten, Augustiner, Pau-
—— — laner, Hacker-Pschorr, Hofbrau, and Lowenbrau) sold a combined
O k t '0) b er f es 6.1 million mugs of beer last year (obviously some people are hav-
ing more than one!)
It's September and that can mean only one thing...Ok- « There is seating available for 100,000 people at any given time
toberfest! What's that? You thought | was going to say 438,886 sausages were served last year
the beginning of football season, or the playoffs are \what does all that mean? Well, it appears that people love their
just around the corner for the baseball season? Nah, beer and sausages, as well as the Oktoberfest! So this month we’ll

Oktoberfest is the biggest festival in the world! brush you up on your Oktoberfest trivia, read and learn!
(Continued on page Zﬂ.




Oktoberfest...

The original Oktoberfest was held as a celebration of the marriage of
Crown Prince (later King) Ludwig and Princess Therese of Saxe-Hild-
burghausen on October 12th 1810, the main event that year wasn't so
much beer drinking and sausage eating (although I'm sure there was
plenty of that) but rather a horse race held on October 17th, thus leading
the way for the future of the multi-day fest.

In 1816 the festival welcomed carnival booths for the yrst time but they
weren't giving away teddy bears and trinkets, more like silver, porcelain
and jewelry (Bavarians have taste my friends!). In 1819 the town fathers
of Munich began to manage the festival and they decided it should be
held every year without exception and they thought it would be a good
idea to make it longer and to move it into September to take advantage
of the gorgeous Bavarian late summer/early fall. Luckily the last week of
the fest still takes place in October because Septemberfest doesn't have
quite the same ring to it.

To honor the 25th anniversary of the marriage of King Ludwig and Queen
Therese a parade was added to the festivities in 1835. This has become
an annual event and a centerpiece of Oktoberfest since 1850. As many
as 8,000 people (mostly from Bavaria) dressed in traditional clothing
march down Maximilian through the center of Munich led by the Munch-
ner Kindl (Munich’s children) to the Theresenwiese, the central area of
the Oktoberfest, which was named for Queen Therese.

The dream of the town fathers had for annual fest no matter what hasn't
always held true. In fact the festival has been cancelled numerous times;
in 1854 and 1873 due to outbreaks of cholera and in 1870, 1914-1920,
and from 1939-1944 due to the German propensity for being involved in
major conpicts. It was also cancelled in 1923-1924 and 1946-1948 due
to economic reasons stemming from the two World Wars.

The traditional opening involving a twelve gun salute and the tapping of
the yrst keg of Oktoberfest beer at 12:00 noon by the acting Mayor of
Munich with the shout of O'zapft is! (roughly translating to “Beer me” or
more correctly “It's tapped!”) has been around since 1950.

It wasn't until 1960 that the Oktoberfest became a world-wide event
which was the same year that the horse racing ended (leave it to tourists
to spoil all the fun).

Since people of other nationalities aren't quite as capable of holding their
beer as the Bavarians they have a special patrol set up to weed out the
“Bierleichen” (beer corpses) and take them to medical tents to sleep off
their merriment.

The Bierleichen threatened to take over the fest (think of it like a drunken
zombie movie) so in 2005 a new policy was instated; the “quiet Okto-
berfest” wherein only quiet music is played until 6:00pm to encourage a
more family-friendly atmosphere. After 6:00pm the Bierleichen are again
free to roam.

The single most recognizable symbol of the fest, the huge beer mugs,
can be purchased at the event. Sadly, stealing them has been more
popular so the police have instituted a $100 yne to any one found trying
to take one off of the grounds. Last year more that 220,000 mugs were
recovered (thatis a lot of cash in ynes). So if happen to buy one make

sure you keep your receipt
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There you have it, a veritable primer on the biggest festival in the world!
If you can’'t make it to Munich you can always get a taste of it at your
local festival.

Have a great month and we'll see you in 30 days!






